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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 
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(/)  E.  WINDASS 
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K.  COLEMAN 

M.  YOUNG  (in  H.M.  Forces  from  12.7.49) 
J.  GRIMDITCH  (from  2.8.49) 
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(e)  Housing  Management  Diploma  of  Institue  of  Housing. 

(/)  Diploma  in  Puplic  Administration. 
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To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  The  Beeston  and  Stapleford 
Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  health  of 
the  district  for  the  year  1949. 

Statistical  Tables  referring  to  those  services  which  became  a 
function  of  the  County  Council  in  July,  1948,  have  been  omitted  from 
the  report  for  the  first  time. 

Relationships  between  the  Officers  of  both  Authorities  are  good, 
and  co-operation  continues,  to  their  mutual  advantage. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  duties  which  are  a function  of 
the  Local  Health  Authority  are  still  carried  out  by  the  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  acting  as  agent  of  the  County  Council,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

In  1949  no  action  was  required  to  be  taken  under  Section  47 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  as  those  aged  people  living  in  the 
district  who  were  chronic  sick  or  required  care  and  attention  volun- 
teered to  go  into  homes  or  hospital.  The  problem  of  finding  such 
accommodation  for  the  aged  remains  as  acute  as  ever. 

During  the  measles  epidemic  of  1949  it  became  apparent  that 
instructions  regarding  the  isolation  of  patients  were  being  ignored 
by  a small  percentage  of  parents  and  that  infective  children  were 
attending  places  of  entertainment  and  riding  in  public  vehicles. 
Such  cases  were  dealt  with  by  giving  a spoken  or  written  warning. 
It  may,  however,  be  necessary  in  the  future  to  take  proceedings  under 
Section  148  (b)  of  the  1936  Public  Health  Act,  for  there  can  be  no 
excuse  for  such  a flagrant  disregard  of  the  Public  Weal. 

There  were  703  notified  cases  of  measles  during  the  year,  but 
no  deaths. 
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Seventeen  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  were  notified,  and  one  case 
of  Polio  Encephalitis.  There  were  two  deaths.  A full  account  of 
this  epidemic  is  given  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

There  were  four  confirmed  cases  of  Diphtheiia  notified  during 
the  year,  and  no  fatalities.  An  investigation  of  contacts  produced 
in  two  of  the  cases  no  fewer  than  eight  carriers  of  the  “ Gravis  ” 
type  of  Diphtheria  organism.  The  need  for  immunisation  is  as 
great  as  ever  ! 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  still  at  a high  level  and  although 
a large  percentage  of  the  causes  is  beyond  our  control,  over  one-third 
of  the  total  deaths  were  due  to  respiratory  infection.  Overcrowding 
and  bad  housing  conditions  are  by  no  means  inconsiderable  causal 
factors,  for  in  the  past  two  years  40%  of  the  children  came  from 
substandard  homes.  In  your  House  Letting  points  schemes  as  in  the 
Housing  standards  set  out  in  the  1936  Housing  Act,  no  allowance  is  made 
for  the  infant  under  one  year.  May  I again  stress  that  the  infant  of 
this  most  vulnerable  age  merits  the  same  consideration  given  to  an 
older  sibling  as  a unit  of  overcrowding,  and  that  they  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  when  allocating  Council  Houses. 

Mr.  Hewitt,  Housing  Welfare  Officer,  has  kindly  consented  to 
record  the  work  done  by  his  Department  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  continued 
help  and  encouragement  of  the  members  of  the  Council  and  the 
valuable  assistance  of  my  colleagues  in  other  Departments. 

I should  also  like  to  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  W.  R. 
Brownhill  (Chief  Sanitary  Inspector)  for  his  willing  co-operation  and 
to  all  the  members  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  excellent  team 
work. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  BEBBINGTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  The  Beeston  and  Stapleford 

Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1949,  my 
eighth  year  with  this  Authority. 

Housing  still  remains  our  biggest  problem  and  much  of  the 
Inspectors’  time  has  been  occupied  in  securing  housing  repairs. 
We  still  wait  impatiently  for  the  day  when  sufficient  new  houses  will 
be  forthcoming  to  enable  us  to  cease  requiring  the  repair  of  houses 
which  are  totally  unfit  for  habitation  and  should  be  demolished. 
I am  pleased  to  state  that  since  my  last  report  was  published  several 
of  the  worst  houses  have  been  represented  as  unfit,  one  or  two  have 
been  demolished  and  early  demolition  of  the  others  is  expected. 

Food.  Our  efforts  to  ensure  a clean  food  supply  have  continued 
vigorously  during  the  year.  Approximately  1,000  visits  have  been 
made  in  this  connection  and  some  284  samples  of  milk  and  ice  cream 
have  been  taken  by  your  own  Inspectors  and  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examiniation  or  chemical  analysis.  On  the  whole  the  results 
have  been  good  and  are  outlined  in  detail  later  in  the  report. 

The  Council  have  just  adopted  Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  securing  the  observance  of  cleanly 
conditions  and  practices  in  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of 
food  and  at  the  time  of  writing  we  are  actively  pursuing  the  possibility 
of  establishing  a Clean  Food  Guild  in  the  district,  in  conjunction 
with  the  various  branches  of  the  Food  Trades  whose  wholehearted 
support  is,  of  course,  essential  if  the  scheme  is  to  be  successful. 

Salvage.  Despite  a temporary  setback  in  paper  sales  in  the 
middle  of  the  year,  a new  high  record  was  achieved,  some  1,556  tons 
of  various  materials  being  salvaged,  valued  at  ^5,883. 

Once  more  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  interest 
and  support,  to  Mr.  Jones,  my  Deputy,  and  Mr.  Smith,  the  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector,  for  their  unstinting  loyalty  and  hard  work  ; to  the 
clerical  staff  of  the  Department  for  their  efficiency ; and  to  Dr. 
Bebbington  and  my  colleagues  in  other  Departments  for  their  help 
and  co-operation. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  BROWNHILL, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  “A" 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  . . . . . . . . . . 6,482 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate — mid  1949) : — 

Civilian  . . . . . . . . . . 48,180 

Non-Civilian  . . . . . . . . 1,890 

50,070 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (according  to  Rate  books)  . . 14,491 

Rateable  Value  . . . . . . . . . . . . £292,190 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  . . . . . . . . £1,140 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  are  extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year 
relating  to  Net  Births  and  Deaths  after  correction  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers  calculated  on  the  civilian  population  only. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

j Legitimate  . . 

398 

400 

798 

Live  Births  ■]  Illegitimate  . . 

21 

15 

36 

( Total . . 

419 

415 

834 

/ Legitimate  . . 

7 

9 

16 

Stillbirths  | Illegitimate  . . 

0 

1 

1 

( Total . . 

7 

10 

17 

Deaths  (at  all  ages) 

231 

206 

437 

Deaths  of  , Legitimate  . . 

14 

20 

34 

Infants  j Illegitimate  . . 

2 

1 

3 

under  1 year  ( Total . . 

16 

21 

37 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population.  . 17.31 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  stillbirths)  . . 19.98 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  9.07 
The  following  tables  compare  the  Birth,  Death,  Infant  Mortality 
and  the  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  over  the  past  five  years. 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  per  annum 

20.4 

22.1 

23.1 

19.8 

17.31 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  per  annum 

10.2 

10.0 

10.2 

9.6 

9.07 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate — 
(deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  per  1,000  live 
births) 

47.4 

37.6 

41.2 

54.4 

44.4 

9 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Numbers  of  Deaths 
Registered 

Rate 

per  1,000  Total  Births 
(live  and  still) 

From  Sepsis 
1949 

0 

From  Other 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1 

3.35 

3.9 

0.91 

1.05 

1.17 

The  birth  rate  is  the  lowest  since  1939,  but  is  in  excess  of  that 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

The  death  rate  is  the  lowest  recorded  since  the  Urban  District 
was  formed  in  1935. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  has  fallen  considerably,  and  is  below 
the  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  It  is  in  excess  of  that  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole. 

The  following  table  compares  the  birth,  death,  infant  mortality 
and  maternal  mortality  rates  for  this  district  with  those  of  England 
and  Wales  as  a whole. 


Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Beeston  and  Staple- 
ford 

17.31 

9.07 

44.4 

1.17 

England  and  Wales 

16.7 

11.7 

32.0 

.98 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CHILDREN  UNDER 

Cause 
Prematurity 

Congenital  Deformity — (a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 


Pyloric  Stenosis 
Atelectasis  . . 
Hydrocephalus 
Spina  Bifida 


Pneumonia  or  Acute  Bronchitis  . . 
Gastro-enteritis 

Asphyxia  (due  to  inspiration  of  vomit) 
Inanition 

Intra-cranial  haemorrhage 

Marasmus 

Anoxaemia 

Blue  asphyxia 


ONE  YEAR 

No.  of  Cases 

11 
1 
3 
1 
1 
13 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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It  will  be  observed  that  46%  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  prematurity 
or  congenital  abnormality. 

There  were  17  Neonatal  deaths  (those  occurring  in  the  first  month 
of  life),  of  these  11  were  premature  and  four  congenital  defects.  Two 
of  the  mothers  worked  throughout  the  pregnancy,  and  three  others 
ceased  work  before  the  fourth  month.  Of  the  thirteen  infants  who 
died  of  acute  respiratory  defects,  six  had  a complicating  congenital 
lesion,  and  three  of  the  remaining  infants  lived  in  unsuitable  or  over- 
crowded home  conditions.  The  child  who  died  of  gastro- enteritis 
came  of  a good  family  living  in  a very  old  property. 

SECTION  “B” 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA 

(a)  Provided  by  the  County  Council 

Details  of  these  services  are  provided  for  information  by  courtesy 
of  the  County  Council. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  The  Nottinghamshire  County  Council 
have  a comprehensive  co-ordinated  Ambulance  Service  covering  the 
whole  of  the  administrative  County  Area. 

The  ambulance  requirements  of  the  Beeston  and  Stapleford 
Urban  District  are  in  the  main  covered  by  the  vehicles  and  personnel 
of  the  Beeston  Ambulance  Depot.  The  vehicle  establishment  of  this 
Depot  is  four  ambulances  and  one  sitting  case  car.  Since  the  inception 
of  the  National  Health  Service  and  the  provision  of  a free  Ambulance 
Service  the  demand  for  ambulance  transport  has  steadily  increased 
and  during  1949  the  vehicles  of  Beeston  Depot  attended  6,446  calls 
involving  6,729  patients  and  the  total  distance  travelled  was 
75,981  miles.  Not  all  these  patients  resided  in  the  area  of  the  Beeston 
and  Stapleford  Urban  District  Council. 

Methods  by  which  the  Public  may  obtain  an  Ambulance  : — 

(a)  In  Emergency.  Dial  “ O ” (or  999  where  the  appropriate 
facility  has  been  provided — the  disc  on  the  instrument  will 
indicate  this)  and  ask  for  “ Ambulance.”  The  telephone 
number,  as  indicated  on  the  instrument,  and  the  caller’s 
name  and  address  should  be  given  when  requested.  The 
Exchange  will  connect  the  caller  with  the  main  station 
concerned.  The  nature  of  the  emergency  and  the  address 
or  exact  location  in  the  case  of  an  accident)  to  which  the 
ambulance  should  be  sent,  should  be  clearly  stated. 
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All  urgent  calls  for  accident,  sudden  illness  or  maternity 
will  be  answered  without  question,  and  the  Main  Station 
will  provide  an  ambulance  either  directly  or  through  a 
Sub-Station. 

(b)  Non-Urgent  Calls.  These  should  be  made  to  the  County 
Ambulance  Control,  by  dialling  or  asking  for  Nottingham 
88771.  Such  calls,  including  routine  hospital  attendances, 
etc.,  will  only  be  accepted  when  supported  by  a recomen- 
dation  as  to  need  from  a Doctor,  Nurse,  Midwife,  Dentist, 
or  other  responsible  person.  The  following  information 
should  be  given  by  a person  making  a call : — 

His  or  her  name  and  address, 

Name  and  address  of  patient, 

Patient  to  be  conveyed  from 

to (Place  or  address  in  each  case). 

Time  and  date  of  ambulance  required, 

Type  of  case  or  nature  of  illness. 

In  these  cases  as  much  notice  as  possible  should  be  given. 
The  Use  of  Messengers. 

Instead  of  telephoning,  messengers  may  be  sent 
direct  to  any  station,  sub-station  or  depot,  but  in 
emergency  the  method  described  above  is  preferable. 
It  is  to  be  emphasised  that  the  dial  “ O ” or  “ 999  ” method 
should  never  be  used  except  in  circumstances  of  urgency. 
The  service  is  free  and  no  payment  should  be  proffered  to 
drivers  or  attendants. 

It  cannot  be  emphasised  too  strongly  that  the  Ambulance 
Service  is  provided  only  for  those  patients  who  really  require 
it.  Before  recommending  a patient  for  ambulance  transport 
otherwise  than  in  emergency,  doctors,  midwives,  nurses, 
dentists  and  others  should  therefore  be  satisfied  that  the 
patient  could  not,  owing  to  illness  or  disability,  reasonably 
be  expected  to  travel  by  public  transport.  The  ambulance 
service  may  be  abused  at  the  expense  of  a patient  w'here 
need  is  desperate — and  at  the  cost  of  his  life. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  sessions  are  held  at  the  Beeston  and 
Stapleford  Centres  as  follows  : — 

Dovecote  Lane,  Beeston  . . Every  Monday  and  Wednesday 

afternoon,  2-4.30  p.m. 

Pinfold  Lane,  Stapleford  . . On  alternate  Thursday  after- 
noons, 2-4.30  p.m. 

The  Doctor  is  in  attendance  at  each  session. 


CHILD  WELFARE  SESSIONS: 


Dovecote  Lane,  Beeston 

Tuesdays  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 
Thursdays  „ 

Fridays  ,, 

Pinfold  Lane,  Stapleford 

Mondays  2.0  to  4.30  p.m.  j 
Wednesdays  ,,  L 

Ordnance  Depot,  Chilwell 

The  1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  i 
the  month,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon 


Medical  Officer  attends  the  Centre 
on  Tuesdays  & Fridays  & consults 
on  alternate  Thursdays  by  appoint- 
ment. 


Medical  Officer  attends  on  Wed- 
nesdays each  week,  and  on  alter- 
nate Mondays. 


1 Medical  Officer  attends 
i every  session. 


Health  Visitors  are  in  attendance  at  each  Ante-Natal  and  Child 
Welfare  session. 


Immunisation  Clinics 

Immunisation  Clinics  are  held  twice  monthly,  one  being  held  at 
the  Beeston  Centre  on  the  first  Tuesday  morning  of  the  month  and  one 
at  the  Stapleford  Centre  on  the  first  Friday  afternoon  of  the  month. 
Vaccination  Clinics  are  arranged  as  necessary. 

School  Clinics 
Dovecote  Lane,  Beeston 


Mondays  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon 
Thursdays  ,, 


\ Medical  Officer  attends  on 
4 both  days 
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Pinfold  Lane,  Stapleford, 

Tuesdays  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  ■>  Medical  Officer  attends 
Fridays  do.  J on  Tuesdays. 

Dental  Clinics 

Dovecote  Lane,  Beeston 

Wednesday  mornings  if  available. 

Pinfold  Lane,  Stapleford, 

->  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Thursdays  J 2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinics 

Dovecote  Lane,  Beeston  : — 

Tuesdays,  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  ) From  first  Tuesday  in 
Fridays,  do.  1 October  to  end  of  April. 


Speech  Therapy  Clinics 

1.  Monday  afternoon  and  Wednesday  mornings  in  Beeston. 

2.  Monday  and  Thursday  mornings  in  Stapleford. 


Home  Help  Service 

The  expansion  of  this  service  continues,  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
three  full-time  and  nine-part-time  Home  Helps  are  employed  by  the 
Nottinghamshire  County  Council  in  this  district. 

Home  Helps  are  available  for  households  where  domestic  help 
is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  lying-in, 
an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a child  not  over 
compulsory  school  age.  The  charge  for  their  services  is  now  two 
shillings  per  hour,  but  the  County  Council’s  Scale  of  Assistance  is 
applied  in  cases  where  the  householder  is  unable  to  afford  the  standard 
charge. 

A Sub-Organiser  and  a Case-Worker  are  employed  in  this  district 
and  have  office  accommodation  at  Dovecote  Lane  Clinic,  Beeston. 
The  telephone  number  is  Beeston  56603. 
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Day  Nurseries 

There  are  two  non-residential  Day  Nurseries  in  the  district,  a 
fifty-place  one  at  Stapleford  and  a smaller  forty-place  one  at  Beeston. 

There  remains  a very  great  demand  for  female  labour  in 
the  district,  and  consequently  there  is  a need  for  additional  or  more 
extensive  Day  Nurseries.  There  are  still  long  waiting  lists  of  mothers 
anxious  to  get  their  children  accommodated  in  the  nurseries.  Priority 
is  given  to  those  cases  where  the  mother  is  of  necessity  the  bread 
winner. 

It  is  envisaged  that  an  additional  nursery  will  be  built  in  the 
Chilwell  area,  and  that  the  Stapleford  Nursery  wifi  be  enlarged  in 
the  future. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants 

The  provision  of  draught-proof  cots  with  hot-water  bottles, 
blankets,  etc.,  and  an  ambulance  is  made  for  all  premature  infants 
requiring  transportation  to  hospital.  They  are  accompanied  by  a 
Midwife  or  Health  Visitor. 

Similarly  equipped  cots  are  provided  for  such  infants  nursed  at 
home. 

The  services  of  a Consultant  Paediatrician  are  available  when 
required. 

(b)  Provided  by  Other  Bodies 

Rheumatism  Clinic 

A Rheumatism  Clinic  held  in  the  Chilwell  Memorial  Hall  is  run 
by  the  British  Red  Cross  Detachment,  two  sessions  being  held  weekly, 
on  Wednesday  evening  and  Saturday  afternoon  during  the  months 
October  to  May. 

Patients  are  treated  on  production  of  a Doctor’s  certificate  ; three 
masseurs  (two  from  the  General  Hospital  and  one  from  the  Red 
Cross  Detachment)  being  engaged. 

Nursing  in  The  Home 

1.  Infectious  Diseases.  All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  which 
cannot  effectively  be  isolated  at  home  and  nursed  by  members  of  the 
household  are  removed  to  Isolation  Hospitals.  No  assistance  is 
available  from  any  other  source  for  nursing  infectious  disease  cases 
at  home. 
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2.  General.  There  are  six  district  nurses  operating  in  the 
district,  four  appointed  by  the  Beeston  Nursing  Association,  one  by 
the  Chilwell,  Attenborough  and  Toton  Nursing  Association,  and  one 
by  the  Stapleford  Nursing  Association.  These  Associations  function 
on  behalf  of  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Specimens  from  cases  or  suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Tuber- 
culosis, Enteric  Fever,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  Pneumonia,  Dysentery, 
Food  Poisoning  and  complications  of  Pregnancy  and  the  Puerperium 
are  sent  for  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  63,  Gold- 
smith Street,  Nottingham.  There  is  no  charge  for  this  service.  A 
small  stock  of  tubes,  swabs,  etc.,  for  these  purposes  is  kept  at  the 
Health  Department,  Beeston. 

Scabies  and  Pediculosis 

The  Scabies  Clinic  at  Bramcote  continues  to  function.  On 
receipt  of  a request  from  the  Local  Medical  Practitioners,  Factory 
Medical  Officers  (all  of  whom  have  been  circularised  that  this  clinic 
is  still  functioning),  School  Medical  Officers  or  any  other  source, 
arrangements  are  made  for  those  concerned  to  attend  at  the  Special 
Scabies  Clinic  at  Bramcote  Park  for  treatment. 

The  patients  are  given  a hot  bath  and  are  treated  twice,  usually 
on  successive  days,  with  Benzyl  Benzoate. 

A Benzyl  Benzoate  product  with  a vanishing  cream  base  has  been 
used  successfully  on  very  small  children  for  whom  the  normal  25% 
Benzoate  emulsion  proves  too  irritating. 

Lethane  Oil  is  still  supplied  free  to  cases  of  Pediculosis. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS,  1949 

The  following  are  the  results  of  medical  examinations  of  Council 
employees  in  connection  with  the  Council’s  Superannuation  and  Sick 
Pay  Schemes. 

Number  of  Superannuation  examinations  . . 27 

Number  of  examinations  for  Sick  Pay  Scheme  . . 113 
Number  Accepted  . . . . . . . . . . 92 

Number  Rejected  . . . . . . . . . . 21 
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SECTION  “C” 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER 


The  water  supply  in  the  area,  which  is  obtained  from  the  Notting- 
ham Corporation  Water  Department,  has  been  satisfactory  in  both 
quality  and  quantity,  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action  and  no  complaints 
have  been  received. 

Five  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  1949  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination 
and  chemical  analysis.  All  were  from  the  mains  and  all  proved  to 
be  entirely  satisfactory. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 

Refuse  Collection  is  carried  out  by  means  of  five  “ Guy  ” side- 
loading refuse  vehicles  with  sliding  covers.  A new  S.  and  D.  rear- 
loading movable  floor  vehicle  of  24.5  c.  yd.  capacity  including  a 
salvage  compartment  is  on  order  and  delivery  is  expected  shortly. 
In  addition  to  achieving  conditions  more  nearly  approaching  “ dust- 
less loading  ” with  this  vehicle,  which  is  to  be  used  on  the  Stapleford 
round,  where  the  “ haul  ” is  longest,  there  will  be  a decided  reduction 
in  the  number  of  journeys  to  the  Destructor. 

Refuse  Disposal.  House  and  trade  refuse  is  still  disposed  of 
at  the  Destructor  and  Salvage  Plant  in  Humber  Road  South,  Beeston, 
some  paper,  rags,  sacking,  tins,  scrap  iron  and  bottles  being  salvaged 
and  the  rest  of  the  refuse  being  fed  into  the  incinerator  after  screening 
out  the  dust. 

There  is  a definite  need  for  improvement  of  the  Destructor 
plant : — 

1.  To  reduce  the  amount  of  dust  in  the  atmosphere  in  an 
around  the  destructor  buildings  and  so  improve  working 
conditions  for  the  workmen  employed  therein,  and 
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2.  To  improve  facilities  for  the  salvaging  of  Waste  Materials, 
which  in  addition  to  supplying  urgently  needed  substances 
also  proves  most  profitable  to  the  Rate  Fund.  During  the 
year  ended  31.3.50,  the  profit  on  Salvage  amounted  to 
£ 2,289  and  the  table  at  the  end  of  this  section  gives  the 
weights  and  values  of  the  materials  salvaged.  With  the 
required  modifications  and  improvements  to  the  plant  I 
am  sure  that  much  better  results  could  be  obtained. 

A weighbridge  is  also  sorely  needed  at  the  works  to  keep  accurate 
records  of  the  refuse  collected  and  salvage  materials  leaving  the 
Destructor.  Much  time  and  money  would  be  saved  by  its  provision. 

A railway  siding  and  loading  dock  would  also  prove  of  great 
benefit  and  could,  I think,  be  provided  at  reasonable  cost  in  view  of 
the  proximity  of  our  works  to  the  railway. 

These  matters  have  been  considered  by  the  Council  during 
the  year  under  review  and  even  now  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  Hardy,  is 
preparing  a scheme  to  embrace  all  the  above-mentioned  improvements. 

I sincerely  hope  that  the  final  scheme  will  receive  the  blessing 
of  the  Council  and  the  Ministry  at  an  early  date. 

The  following  further  notes  on  Salvage  during  the  year  should 
prove  of  interest. 

Waste  Paper.  The  salvage  “ world  ” received  a severe  shock  in 
the  middle  of  the  year  when  the  bottom  dropped  out  of  the  waste 
paper  market  and  many  Local  Authorities  and  Merchants  were  unable 
to  dispose  of  their  stocks.  Many  tons  were  buried  oi  burned  and 
numerous  Local  Authorities  suspended  all  salvage  operations.  Only 
those  with  contracts  with  the  Board  Mills  were  able  to  continue  as 
before.  For  two  or  three  months  we  had  to  “ reduce  ” operations 
but  very  soon  were  offered  and  accepted  a five-year  contract  by  the 
Board  Mills  and  were  soon  in  full  swing  again.  As  was  to  be  expected 
the  prices  for  waste  paper  fell  during  the  year.  At  the  time  of  writing 
the  demand  is  as  great  as  ever.  Despite  this  temporary  set-back  our 
collections  for  the  year  amounted  to  over  532  tons,  an  increase  on 
1948  of  over  100  tons. 

Kitchen  Waste.  The  reorganisation  of  the  collection  of  waste 
food  has  resulted  in  the  hoped-for  increase  referred  to  last  year. 
The  amount  collected  amounted  to  385  tons,  valued  at  £ 978 , compared 
with  the  230  tons,  valued  at  £345,  collected  the  previous  year. 
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Other  Materials  salvaged  are  also  given  below  for  the  two  years. 


Year  ended  Year  ended 

31.3.49  31.3.50 


Approx. 

Value 

Approx. 

Value 

Amount 

£ 

Amount 

£ 

Baled  tins 

. . 531  tons 

849  . 

. 600  tons 

1275 

Scrap  iron 

27  tons 

34  . 

26  tons 

53 

Rubber  tyres 

2 tons 

2 . 

3 tons 

4 

Textiles 

18  tons 

209  . 

11  tons 

110 

The  following  table  gives  the  weights  and  values  of  the  materials 
salvaged  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1950  : — 


Particulars  of  materials  collected,  etc.,  as  per 
Salvage  Returns  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1950. 

Amount  Sold  Value 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

532 

17 

1 

0 

3059 

19 

11 

Textiles 

10 

13 

2 

2 

110 

10 

9 

Kitchen  Waste 

384 

19 

0 

0 

978 

2 

10 

Scrap  Iron  . . 

25 

16 

3 

0 

53 

6 

1 

Baled  Tins  . . 

599 

13 

2 

0 

1275 

10 

1 

Rubber  Tyres 

2 

18 

2 

0 

3 

13 

1 

Miscellaneous 

2 

8 

0 

1556 

18 

2 

2 

5483 

10 

9 

Steam 

90 

0 

0 

Salvage  Bonus  from  Board 
of  Trade  for — 

Waste  Paper 

(1.1.49—31.12.49) 

284 

14 

0 

Kitchen  Waste  . . 

25 

3 

H 

(1.4.49—30.4.49) 

1556  18 


2 2 £5883  7 10* 
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PROVISION  OF  DUSTBINS 

In  view  of  the  many  and  varied  cases  in  the  Courts  regarding 
the  respective  liability  of  owners  and  occupiers  to  provide  bins  for 
the  reception  of  house  refuse  and  the  delays  in  providing  bins  which 
resulted  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  position,  this  Council  decided 
to  operate  Sec.  75  (3)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  within  their 
district  and  in  lieu  of  requiring  owners  or  occupiers  of  buildings  to 
provide  and  maintain  dustbins,  undertook  themselves  to  provide  and 
maintain  such  bins  and  make  an  annual  charge  of  5s.  in  respect  of 
each  bin  so  provided. 

During  the  first  year  of  its  operation  (1.4.49  to  31.3.50),  345 
dustbins  were  provided  under  this  scheme. 

The  method  of  procedure  is  as  follows.  The  refuse  collectors 
are  instructed  to  notify  all  cases  of  defective  bins  to  the  office 
immediately  they  are  encountered.  An  informal  letter  is  then  sent 
to  the  person  responsible  for  payment  of  rates  for  the  premises 
concerned,  stating  that  the  bin  is  defective  and  that  a new  one  will  be 
provided  in  seven  days  under  the  scheme  unless  one  is  otherwise 
supplied  by  them  before  that  time.  A small  slip  is  enclosed  for  their 
completion  and  return,  pointing  out  what  action  is  being  taken. 

This  scheme  has  proved  to  be  a great  improvement  on  the  one 
previously  operating,  defective  bins  being  replaced  much  more 
expeditiously,  fewer  visits  being  necessary  with  a corresponding 
saving  of  time. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

All  complaints  of  infestations  by  Rats  and  Mice  were  promptly 
dealt  with  by  the  Rodent  Officer  during  the  year  and  it  is  a tribute 
to  his  work  over  the  past  few  years  that  we  no  longer  have  any 
“ major  ” infestations  in  the  district.  The  scheme  of  free  treatment 
for  all  infestations  of  domestic  premises  which  results  in  prompt 
notification,  has  again  proved  most  valuable. 

The  district  sewers  have  again  received  attention,  together  with 
the  related  drains  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  very  few  infestations 
which  were  found  in  the  sewers. 

Any  defects  found  in  or  around  infested  buildings  or  drains  which 
may  cause  or  encourage  infestation  are  reported  by  the  Rodent  Officer 
for  remedial  action  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
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From  the  31st  March,  1950,  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949,  replaces  the  old  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919, 
the  Councils  of  County  districts  now  replacing  the  County  Council 
as  the  responsible  Authority. 

The  new  Act  re-enacts  much  of  the  old  Act  and  gives  additional 
powers  to  prevent  loss  of  food  by  infestation. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  area  during 
1949  : — 


of  Complaints  received 
of  Premises  treated  : — 

246 

Private  Dwellings  . . 

344 

Business  Premises  . . 

11 

Council  Property  . . 

10 

365 

of  Visits 

1606 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 


Premises 

Nr 

imber  of 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Secs. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

20 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  above  in  which  Sec. 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

173 

107 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworker’s 
premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

193 

109 

Nil 

Nil 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : — 


Particulars 

Number  oi 

Cases  in  which  Defects 
were  found 

i 

No.  of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecutions 

were 

Instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  by 
H.M. 

Inspector 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable 

2 

2 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

1 

Other  Offences 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

7 

2 

— 

Outwork.  243  Outworkers  were  notified  in  the  August  lists  as 
required  by  Sec.  110  (i)  (c)  (3). 

They  were  employed  as  follows  : — 


Wearing  Apparel,  making,  etc.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  218 

Wearing  Apparel,  cleaning  and  washing  . . . . . . . . 0 

Household  linen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Paper  Bags  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 


243 


Of  the  243  Outworkers  notified,  205  resided  within  the  Urban 
District  and  38  outside,  these  latter  being  re-notified  to  the  Local 
Authorities  concerned. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 
Summary  of  Inspections 

Housing  Act  Inspections  and  Reinspections 

Public  Health  Inspections  and  Reinspections 

Overcrowding  or  rehousing 

Stables  and  Pig  Styes 

Animals  and  Fowls 

Smoke  Abatement 

Refuse  Accumulation 

Dustbins 

Vermin 

Outworkers 

Factories 

Schools 

Shops  Act 


2093 

1079 

19 

29 

43 

44 
33 

758 

90 

29 

68 

10 

68 
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Scabies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Infectious  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244 

Storage  of  Petroleum  and  Carbide  . . . . . . . . 25 

Re.  Moveable  Dwellings  . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Number  of  Interviews  . . . . . . . . . . . . 246 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269 

Places  of  Entertainment  . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Applications  for  Building  Licences  . . . . . . . . 12 

Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage  . . . . . . . . . . 427 

Number  of  Visits  made  for  the  purpose  of  Inspecting  and  testing 

Drainage  to  New  Buildings  . . . . . . . . . . 328 

Number  of  Visits  made  re.  Existing  Drainage  . . . . . . 707 

Number  of  Blocked  Drains  Cleared  by  Council  Workmen  . . 382 

Number  of  Rooms  Disinfected  in  Connection  with  Infectious 

Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176 

Number  of  Rooms  Disinfested  . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Food  Poisoning  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

SECTION  “D”— HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 1634 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  3172 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  . . 22 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 24 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . . . . . . . . . — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  806 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 610 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . 41 

(2)  Numbers  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  . . . . . . . . . . 31 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . — 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . 49* 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . nil 

* (This  includes  43  Sec.  75  notices  that  were  carried 
forward  from  1948,  and  one  other  P.H.  Stat.  also  carried 
forward  from  1948). 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . . . . 1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . . . 1 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  . . . . . . . . . . . . nil 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding  : — 

As  pointed  out  previously  it  is  impossible  without  carrying 
out  a survey  to  give  figures  indicating  at  all  accurately  the 
degree  of  overcrowding  in  the  district.  Even  on  the 
standard  set  by  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  which  is  con- 
sidered to  be  a very  low  standard,  it  is  thought  that  the 
amount  of  overcrowding  is  relatively  high. 


NEW  HOUSES  BUILT 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

By  the  Local  Authority — Permanent  . . . . . . 128 

Pre-fabricated  . . . . 0 

By  private  enterprise  . . . . . . . . . . 41 


169 
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This  brings  the  number  of  post-war  houses  built  to  the  end  of 
1949  to  1034. 

By  the  Local  Authority — Permanent  . . . . . . 578 

Pre-fabricated  . . . . 100 

By  private  enterprise  . . . . . . . . . . 356 

(Including  five  rebuilt  war-damaged  houses) 


1034 


REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  WELFARE  OFFICER 
ON  THE  YEAR  1949 


The  House  Letting  Sub-Committee  met  on  eight  occasions 
during  1949. 


1948 

1949 

Number  of  new  Houses  let 

137 

124 

Number  of  new  Bungalows  let . . 

14 

Number  of  Council  dwellings  which  bcame  vacant 
either  by  the  tenant  exchanging  into  another 
Council  house,  or  relinquishing  the  tenancy 

77 

61 

Number  of  Council  tenants  who  exchanged  dwellings 
on  the  Housing  Estates 

52 

58 

Number  of  exchanges  effected  between  the  tenants  of 
privately  owned  houses  and  Council  houses 

25 

13 

Number  of  Applicants  houses  from  the  Council’s 
waiting  list  for  housing  accommodation 

158 

156 

Number  of  New  Applications  received 

667 

533 

Number  of  Interviews  and  Housing  Enquiries  carried 
out 

3,097 

3,191 

Number  of  Visits  made  by  the  Housing  Welfare 
Officer 

445 

730 

26 


SECTION  “E” 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Summary  of  Visits 


Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Butchers’  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 257 

Other  food  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 98 

Food  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167 

Milk  Sampling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 

Water  Sampling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Water  Supply  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 

Cafe  Premises  and  Restaurants  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  (Producers)  . . . . . . . . 39 

Dairies  (Retailers)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 

Dairyman’s  Vehicles  . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 


A.  Milk  Supply 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  which  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  October,  1949,  transferred  the  responsibility  for 
the  Control  of  Milk  Production  from  the  Local  Authority  to  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  registration  of  milk  distributors  and  dairy  premises  (apart 
from  farms)  remains  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  also  became  operative  from  the  1st  October, 
1949.  From  that  date  “ Sterilised  ” Milk  became  a Specially 
Designated  Milk  and  processors  of  and  dealers  in  Sterilised  Milk  had 
thereafter  to  be  registered,  the  former  by  the  County  Council,  the 
latter  by  the  Local  Authority.  In  consequence  of  these  Regulations 
the  control  and  supervision  of  one  pasteurising  and  one  sterilising 
establishment  within  this  Urban  District  passed  from  the  Local 
Authority  to  the  County  Council. 
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No.  of  Registered  Milk  Producers  : — 

(a)  Wholesalers,  13  ; (b)  Retailers,  5 — Total  . . . . 18 

Number  of  Producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  within 

the  District  (has  two  herds)  . . . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  Producers  of  Accredited  Milk  within  the  district  5 

Number  of  Registered  Retail  Purveyors  with  Dairies 

within  this  Urban  District  (excluding  Producer  Retailers)  14 

Number  of  Registered  Retail  Purveyors  with  Dairies 

outside  this  Urban  District  . . . . . . . . 6 

Number  of  persons  selling  Bottled  Milk  only  (already 

bottled  when  received)  . . . . . . . . . . 56 

Special  Designation 

Number  of  licensed  Pasteurisation  Plants  in  the  district  . . 1 

Number  of  licensed  Sterilisation  Plants  in  the  district  ..  1 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  issued  to  sell  Pasteur- 
ised Milk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  issued  to  sell  Pasteurised 
Milk 6 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  issued  to  sell  Tuber- 
culin Tested  Milk  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  issued  to  sell  Tuberculin 

Tested  Milk 8 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  issued  to  sell  Sterilised 

Milk 57 


Milk  Sampling 

129  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted 
for  examination  by  the  Public  Analyst.  Of  the  129,  115  proved  to 
be  entirely  satisfactory,  on  the  whole  a very  satisfying  result.  Three 
of  these  samples  which  were  obtained  from  schools  were  all 
satisfactory. 

Whenever  samples  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory,  representations 
were  made  to  the  dairies  concerned,  steps  being  taken  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  these  bad  results. 

In  the  case  of  samples  processed  outside  this  district  copies  of 
the  Laboratory  reports  were  forwarded  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
concerned  in  order  that  he  could  take  up  the  matter  with  the  offending 
dairy. 
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The  samples  can  be  classified  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Phosphatase  Test 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised  . . 

68 

64 

4 

66 

2 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

15 

15 

— 

15 

— 

Heat-treated 

34 

32 

2 

32 

2 

B.  Coli.  Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

10 

9 

1 

8 

2 

(7  Satisfactory) 

T.T.  Certified 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sampling  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

During  the  year  12  milk  samples,  mainly  from  farms  within 
the  district,  were  submitted  to  the  Derbyshire  C.C.  Laboratory  for 
biological  examination  for  Tubercle  Bacillus.  In  no  case  was  this 
organism  found.  In  one  case  the  Guinea  Pig  died  too  soon  for  a 
definite  result  to  be  obtained. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

The  Notts.  County  Council  are  the  Authority  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  the  above  Act  and  we  are  indebted  to  Mr. 
Gregory,  the  Chief  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  for  the  following 
particulars  of  work  done  during  1949. 


Number  of 
Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatisfactory 

Samples  of  various  food 
and  drugs  examined  by 
the  Public  Analyst 

30 

30 



Samples  of  Milk  exam- 
ined by  the  Inspector 
(Gerber  Test) . . 

167 

167 



Samples  of  Milk  exam- 
ined under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations) 
Regulations,  1936-1949 

62 

54 

8 
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B.  ICE  CREAM 

The  number  of  inspections  made  of  Ice  Cream  premises  during 
the  past  year,  257,  provides  some  indication  of  the  amount  of  work 
that  was  put  in  to  secure  satisfactory  premises,  equipment  and  methods 
for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream.  There  also  appear  to 
be  signs  that  before  long  a chemical  standard  will  be  set  for  Ice  Cream, 
a need  which  we  have  stressed  for  some  time. 

During  the  year  45  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken,  and  examined 
for  fat  content,  which  varied  between  2.7%  and  11.0%  and  98  samples 
were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  the  following 
being  a summary  of  the  results  obtained. 

Number  of  samples  falling  into  : — 


Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 Grade  4 

84 

6 

8 — 

The  provisional  grades  are  as  follows  : — 


Provisional  Grade 

Time  taken  to  reduce  Methylene  Blue 

1 

4£  hours  or  more 

2 

2\  to  4 hours 

3 

\ to  2 hours 

4 

0 hours 

Owing  to  the  numerous  factors  governing  the  hygienic  quality 
of  ice-cream  and  to  the  experimental  error  of  the  laboratory  test 
itself,  it  is  unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  the  bacteriological 
results  of  any  given  sample.  Judgment  should  be  based  rather  on 
a series  of  samples.  It  is  suggested  that  over  a six-monthly  period, 
50  per  cent  of  a vendor’s  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  1,  80  per 
cent  into  Grades  1 or  2,  not  more  than  20  per  cent  into  Grade  3, 
and  none  into  Grade  4. 
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CONDEMNED  FOOD 


Vegetables 

314  Tins 

1 sack  (Peas) 

Cereals 

10  cwts.  79  lbs. 

33  packets 

Fats 

701  lbs. 

2 packets 

4 jars  (peanut  butter) 

Milk 

174  tins 

Fish 

41  tins 

Meat 

98  tins 

3 lbs  (brawn) 

64i  lbs.  Bacon 

Preserves 

194  tins 
49-i  ibs. 

2 jars 

Cheese 
215f  lbs. 

434  packets 

Flour 

6 bags 
109  lbs. 


Pudding  Mixture 

62  packets 

Soup 

15  tins 

Sauce 

1 bottle 

Custard  Pudding 

1 tin 

Fruit 

3J  lbs. 

46  tins 

11  jars 

Tomato  Juice 

87  tins 

Betox 

1 jar 

Fruit  Cake 

12  lbs. 

Puddings 

4 tins 


Tea 

51  lbs. 

Irish  Eggs 

280 


Jelly  Crystals 

39  packets 

Sweets 

5 lbs. 

Pickles 

12  jars 
2 bottles 


Lime  Squash 

1 bottle 

Salad  Cream 

3 jars 

Bovine  Heads 

2 
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SECTION  “F” 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 

On  receipt  of  notification  of  an  Infectious  Disease  the  following 
procedure  is  put  into  practice  : — 

(a)  In  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Poliomyelitis,  Cerebro-Spinal 
Fever  or  Diphtheria,  etc.,  the  home  of  the  patient  is  visited 
by  one  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  reports  regarding 
the  home  conditions,  contacts,  and  the  advisability  of  removal 
to  hospital.  Swabs  are  taken  where  necessary  and  sent  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  investigation  for  bacteria, 
and  the  Health  Department  arrange  the  removal  to  hospital 
of  all  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  or  isolation. 
The  Health  Visitor  and/or  School  Nurse  is  also  notified 
of  all  appropriate  cases,  and  it  is  her  duty  to  visit  and 
educate  the  parents  regarding  contact  periods,  isolation 
periods,  and  to  follow  up  school  and  pre-school  contacts 
who  are  susceptible. 

Disinfection  of  premises  and  library  books  is  carried  out  by 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  as  and  when  necessary. 

Head  teachers  of  the  schools  in  the  district  are  notified  of 
all  cases  of  infection  occurring  amongst  their  children. 
They,  too,  are  required  to  notify  the  Health  Department 
of  any  cases  of  infection  occurring  in  their  schools  as  soon 
as  they  become  aware  of  such. 

In  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  does  not  visit,  but  an  informative  letter  is  sent  to 
the  parents  instructing  them  in  the  duties  of  isolation  and 
quarantine,  and  pointing  out  the  penalties  for  neglect. 

Wherever  possible  in  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning 
all  utensils  and  all  food  still  remaining  from  meals  taken 
during  the  24  hours  preceding  the  onset  of  symptoms 
are  submitted  for  examination. 

In  the  event  of  an  epidemic  of  food  poisoning,  dysentery, 
etc.,  the  co-operation  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  staff 
is  requested. 


Cases  of,  and  Deaths  from,  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  past  five  years. 

Cases 

Total  Cases  admitted  Total 

Disease  Notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 
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f Inward  transfers — no  actual  notification  received.  x Includes  non-civilians, 

o Includes  one  death  from  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
There  were  nine  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  during  the  year.  There  were  four  domiciliary 

confinements.  All  cases  made  a complete  recovery. 

* Includes  two  cases  discovered  after  death. 
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1.  Immunisation  in  relation  to  Child  Population 


Under 

Between 

Total 

Estimated  Children  in  area — mid 

5 years 

5 and  15 

under  15 

1949  

4,700 

6,988 

11,688 

Number  immunised  during  1949  . . 
Total  number  immunised  at  31st 

774 

104 

878 

December,  1949 

2,547 

6,353 

8,900 

Percentage  Immunised 

54.19* 

90.9 

76.14 

* Since  immunisation  is  rarely  carried  out  in  children  under 
one  year  this  figure  cannot  exceed  80%. 


2.  Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths  in  relation  to 
Immunisation 


No.  of  Cases  No.  of  cases  included  in  preceding  column 

notified  in  which  the  child  had  completed  a full 

course  of  immunisation  Deaths 


4 


2 


Nil 


OTHER  SELECTED  DEATHS 


Number  Registered 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

From  Cancer 

70 

60 

84 

92 

64 

From  Diarrhoea  (under  two 

years) 

4 

1 

1 

4 

1 

From  Influenza 

5 

13 

2 

— 

9 

There  were  170  deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the  Cardio-Vascular 
System  (including  59  from  Intracranial  Vascular  lesions)  and  54 
deaths  due  to  diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis,  of  the  Respiratory 
System  during  the  year. 
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DIPHTHERIA 

There  were  four  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  the  year, 
and  no  deaths.  Three  were  in  children  under  nine  years  of  age, 
two  of  whom  had  been  immunised.  The  remaining  case  was  an 
adult  male  who  was  also  discovered  to  be  suffering  from  infantile 
paralysis. 

One  case  was  found  to  be  a contact  of  an  immunised  boy  who 
had  had  his  tonsils  recently  removed  and  proved  to  be  a diphtheria 
carrier.  Eleven  other  children  had  been  operated  upon  at  the  same 
time,  and  on  examination,  three  of  these  were  also  discovered  to  be 
carriers. 

A case  in  another  part  of  the  district  revealed  four  carriers  in 
the  family,  only  one  of  whom  had  been  immunised. 

Another  child  who  had  had  diphtheria  three  months  previously 
had  been  a frequent  visitor  to  this  household,  and  the  source  of 
infection  was  probably  a common  one. 

All  carriers  were  treated  voluntarily  in  hospital  and  eventually 
declared  to  be  free  fiom  infection. 

The  high  carrier  rate  found  in  routine  swabbing  in  these  cases 
accentuates  the  need  for  immunisation. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


This  function  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  acting,  with  the  consent  of  the  Urban  District  Council,  as 
an  Agent  of  the  County  Council. 

Number  of  persons  primarily  vaccinated  during  1949: — 


(i)  Under  Public  Health  Department  arrangements  . . 

(ii)  By  Private  Practitioners 

Number  of  persons  re-vaccinated  (during  1949)  : — 

(i)  Under  Public  Health  Department  arrangements  . . 

(ii)  By  Private  Practitioners 

Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full 
Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1949  : — 


184 

..  118 

10 

36 

course  of 


1949 

1948 

Born  in 

1947  1946 

year 

1945 

1940 

—44 

1935 

—39 

Tot. 

Imm. 

No.  Immunised  31 

520 

744  718 

534 

3422 

2931 

8900 

Total  of  children  under  15  in  area 
Total  immunised 


11,688 

76.14% 
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Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

There  was  an  epidemic  during  1949,  25  notifications  of  polio- 
myelitis and  polioencephalitis  being  received  during  the  months  of 
September  to  December,  19  of  which  were  confirmed. 

There  were  two  deaths  ; the  first  a woman  aged  26,  who  died 
of  polioencephalitis  within  12  hours  of  the  onset  of  the  disease.  An 
unusual  feature  of  this  case  was  that  a child  in  the  same  house  had 
also  the  infection,  and  has  been  left  with  paresis  of  the  right  and  left 
lower  limbs  and  erector  spinae.  The  other  adult  in  the  household 
was  probably  an  abortive  case.  He  did  not  feel  well  but  did  not 
require  the  attention  of  a doctor. 

This  may  be  an  example  of  exaltive  passage  of  the  organism, 
i.e.,  its  virulence  becomes  enhanced  by  its  passage  through  susceptibles. 

The  other  case  who  died  was  a child  aged  one  year  nine  months. 

Two  other  children  in  the  house  were  suspected  of  poliomyelitis 
but  these  were  never  confirmed. 

Of  the  19  cases,  five  were  left  with  no  paralysis,  though  one  case 
has  a slight  ptosis  of  the  left  eye,  i.e.,  dropped  lid.  Four  were  left 
with  weakness  of  both  legs.  Two  had  some  paralysis  of  one  leg,  and 
one  had  a paralysis  of  the  right  arm.  There  were  three  severe  cases  of 
paralysis,  one  involving  both  legs,  one  arm  and  the  intercostals. 
Another  had  all  four  limbs  affected,  although  there  was  a good  deal 
of  recovery.  One  case  had  right  and  left  lower  limbs  and  spine 
affected. 

Eleven  of  the  confirmed  cases  occurred  in  Stapleford,  four  in 
Beeston,  three  in  Chihvell  and  one  in  Bramcote.  Of  the  cases  occurring 
in  Stapleford  three  cases  were  known  to  be  direct  contacts  of  each 
other  and  of  a case  which  proved  very  difficult  to  diagnose,  and  was 
not  notified  until  three  weeks  after  the  onset,  when  he  developed 
severe  paralysis. 

Two  unusual  circumstances  in  this  small  epidemic  were  : — 

1.  Being  able  to  trace  direct  contact  in  some  of  the  cases, 

and 

2.  The  fact  of  more  than  one  case  occurring  in  a family. 


36 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1949. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 
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Non- 
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Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 
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M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 
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0—  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—  . . 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5—  . . 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

10—  . . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—.. 

3 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

lx 

20—  . . 

10 

3 

0 

1 

0 

■i 

I 

0 

0 

1* 

2* 

1* 

lx 

25—  . . 

5 

7 

0 

0 

3 

8 

0 

0 

9# 

2* 

35—  . . 

7 

3 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 
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4 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1* 

1* 
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3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

65  and  Upwards 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 
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20 

3 

5 

10 

12 

2 

1 
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4# 
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